FULLERTON JOINT UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

ENGLISH

        I.
Course Information


1.
Course Title:




AP-English 4


2.
Length of Course:




Year


3.
Units of Credit:




Ten


4.
Prerequisites:




Grade of C or better in English 3-H and 










Departmental Recommendation


5.
Grade Level:




12


6.
Special Course Designation:



Advanced Placement


7.
Course Code Number:



334

       II.
Course Description
AP-English 4 teaches the student to do close analysis of major short stories, essays, novels, plays, and poems and to express analysis in clear expository writing.  Copies of previous Advanced Placement tests are examined and discussed.  Thus, the class prepares the student for the Advanced Placement test given each May.

      III.
Course Goals
1.
The student will apply knowledge of word origins both to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and to use those words accurately.  The student will read and understand grade-level-appropriate material, analyzing the organizational patterns, arguments and positions advanced.  The student will read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of world literature, particularly British literature, conducting in-depth analyses of recurrent patterns and themes.

2.
The student will write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. Student writing will demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose, as well as the stages of the writing process.  The student will combine rhetorical strategies, such as narration, exposition, persuasion and description to produce text(s) of approximately 1,500 words. Student writing will demonstrate a command of standard English, as well as research, organizational and drafting strategies.

3.
The student will write and speak with a command of the conventions of standard English.

4.
The student will formulate judgments about oral communication, delivering focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinctive perspectives and solid reasoning.  The student will incorporate gestures, tone and vocabulary tailored to audience and purpose.  The student will deliver formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion and description.  Student speaking will demonstrate a command of standard English, organization and delivery strategies.
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      IV.
Course Content and Objectives
AP-English 4 requires a higher level of sophistication and comprehension in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking skills.  An accelerated pace and increased expectations reflect the high standards requisite for the weighted grade assigned to the course.  

The student is expected to be a more self-directed, independent learner, and will be exposed to a wider scope of perspectives based on intense exploration of significant literature.  The student will prepare for, and is expected to take the Advanced Placement English exam in Literature and Composition and/or Language and Composition.

In addition to the course content and objectives defined in the English 4 course outline, the student in AP-English 4 will demonstrate proficiency in the following.

Content
Learner Objectives


The student will:



A.  Reading

B. Writing

A1.
distinguish nuances of meaning in sophisticated vocabulary.

A2.
engage in close reading and in-depth analysis of a variety of texts including nonfiction, oratory, fiction, and poetry.

A3.
analyze a specific text within time constraints.

A4.
develop a greater understanding of the connection between literature and other disciplines such as history, philosophy, and psychology.

A5.
explicate prose and poetry to determine how an author’s choice and use of literary and stylistic devices affect meaning.

A6.
identify and analyze the use of rhetorical strategies.

B1.
write in an on-demand, timed testing situation.

B2.
write cogent analytical responses to literature.

B3.
synthesize research findings.

B4.
create a unique and insightful thesis.

B5.
generate an extended paper in which original insights based upon an in-depth understanding of research.

B6.
synthesize reading skills in both short and extended analytical essays.

B7.
write a personal essay suitable for college applications.

B8.
write papers in a variety of rhetorical modes including personal narrative, persuasive, and interpretive.
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      IV.
Course Content and Objectives (Cont.)

Content
Learner Objectives


The student will:



C. Written and Oral English Language    Conventions

D. Listening and Speaking

C1.
master the conventions of Standard English.

C2.
utilize recognized manuscript forms (e.g., M.L.A., A.P.A., Turabian, Chicago).

C3.
present research findings in an oral presentation to classmates.

D1.
demonstrate advanced proficiency in oral analysis of literature through presentation and participation in discussion.

D2.
glean significant concepts from lectures and class discussions and synthesize the information.

D3.
exchange ideas effectively in a cooperative group setting to research major works for presentation to peers.
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