FULLERTON JOINT UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

ENGLISH

        I.
Course Information


1.
Course Title:




AP-English 3: Language and Composition


2.
Length of Course:




Year


3.
Units of Credit:




Ten


4.
Prerequisites:




Grade of C or better in English 2-H and 










Departmental Recommendation


5.
Grade Level:




11


6.
Special Course Designation:



Advanced Placement


7.
Course Code Number:



322





       II.
Course Description
AP-English 3:  Language and Composition is a college-level composition course dedicated to the study of rhetorical modes and strategies.  Students in this course become informed and skillful readers who are able to compose sophisticated essays for a variety of purposes.  Through their exploration of diverse rhe​torical forms—including narrative, expository, interpretive, and argumentative writing—students become attuned to the stylistic and persuasive choices writers make to achieve their purposes.  This course pre​pares students for the AP English Language and Composition Examination.

      III.
Course Goals
1.
The student will distinguish between academic and non-academic discourses about texts and will ap​ply a variety of critical approaches to the study of diverse literary genres and periods. Student analy​ses will be responsive to literary theory and criticism, modeling the best practices of the discipline.  Student compositions will be informed by contemporary research in the humanities and will demon​strate the student’s willingness to engage in intellectual inquiry.

2.
The student will write complex and coherent essays that communicate effectively with sophisticated read​ers.  Student writing will demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose, as well as of the stages of the writing process.  The student will combine rhetorical strategies, such as narration, expo​sition, persuasion and description to produce text(s) of approximately 1,500 words.  Developing be​yond the constraints of the five-paragraph essay, student writing will progress toward an organic unity in which form is determined by content rather than prescription. Student writing will also demonstrate a mature command of Standard American English, as well as of research, organizational and drafting strategies.

3.
The student will read and understand college-level texts, analyzing the organizational patterns, argu​ments and positions advanced.  The student will read and respond to historically or culturally signifi​cant works of American literature and will conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent patterns and themes.  By paying particular attention to the function of language (e.g., syntax, diction, and imagery) in ex​pressing an author’s meaning, the student will become aware of the interactions among a writer’s pur​pose, audience, context, genre, and rhetorical techniques.

4. The student will write and speak with a command of the conventions of Standard American English. The student will also formulate judgments about oral communication, delivering focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinctive perspectives and solid reasoning.  These presentations will incorporate gestures, tone and vocabulary tailored to a specific audience and purpose.  The 
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      III.
Course Goals (Cont.)

student will deliver formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion and description.  

5.
Student reading, writing, and speaking will promote the student’s skill in argument and reasoning. Through training in logic, the student will analyze the political assumptions and philosophical argu​ments presented in a variety of written genres.  Analyses of both works of fiction and non-fiction will moreover demonstrate the student’s understanding of the way in which specific historical, social, po​litical, ideological, and economic contexts shape the values and attitudes of authors.

      IV.
Course Content and Objectives
AP-English 3:  Language and Composition requires a high level of sophistication and comprehension in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking skills.  As a course designed to prepare students to write successfully in college and in their professions, AP-English 3:  Language and Composition teaches the skills necessary to produce compositions that are mature, effective, and confident. Moreover, the writing modes in an AP English Language and Composition course cover a wider range of subjects and purposes than in a traditional literature course and thus promote the student’s compositional success across the curriculum.  The accelerated pace and increased expectations of AP English 3:  Language and Composition additionally reflect the high standards requisite for the weighted grade assigned to the course.  

The student is expected to be a more self-directed, independent learner, and will be exposed to a wider scope of perspectives based on intense exploration of significant literature.  The student will prepare for and is expected to take the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Examination.

In addition to the course content and objectives defined in the English 3 course outline, the student in AP-English 3:  Language and Composition will demonstrate proficiency in the following.

	Content
	Learner Objectives

	
	The student will:



	A.  Reading

B. Writing

	A1.
distinguish nuances of meaning in sophisti​cated vocabulary.

A2.
engage in close reading and in-depth analy​sis of a variety of texts including nonfiction, oratory, fiction, and poetry.

A3.
analyze a specific text within time constraints.

A4.
develop a greater understanding of the con​nection between literature and other disci​plines such as history, philosophy, and psychology.

A5.
explicate prose and poetry to determine how an author’s choice and use of literary and stylistic devices affect meaning.

A6.
identify and analyze the use of rhetorical strategies.

B1.
write in an on-demand, timed testing situation.

B2.
write cogent analytical responses to prose.

B3.
synthesize research findings.


ENGLISH/AP-English 3:  Language and Composition

Page 3

      IV.
Course Content and Objectives (Cont.)

	Content
	Learner Objectives

	
	The student will:



	B. Writing

C. Written and Oral English Language    Conventions

D. Listening and Speaking

	B4.
create a unique and insightful thesis.

B5.
generate an extended paper in which original insights are based upon a thorough under​standing of research.

B6.
synthesize reading skills in both short and extended analytical essays.

B7.
evaluate the arguments of other writers.

B8.
write papers in a variety of rhetorical modes including personal narrative, persuasive, and interpretive.


C1.
master the conventions of Standard Ameri​can English.

C2.
utilize recognized manuscript forms (e.g., M.L.A., A.P.A., Turabian, and C.M.S.).

C3.
present research findings in an oral presenta​tion to classmates.

D1.
demonstrate advanced proficiency in oral analysis of literature through presentation and participation in discussion.

D2.
glean significant concepts from lectures and class discussions and synthesize the information.

D3.
exchange ideas effectively in a cooperative group setting to research major works for presentation to peers.
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